
PACE Correspondence School 
October 2018 Newsletter 

Dates to Remember: 
Ø  Every Tues & Thur @ 1:15pm Lego Robotics Club at the KLC 
Ø  Every Thursday @ Wasilla Library Cassie is available to meet with families 
Oct 18th  Great Alaska Shakeout @ 10:15am 
Oct 26th  @ 1-3pm Zoo self-guided tour for Anchorage families 
Oct 31st  Monthly Reports due in MyPACE 

Please send all purchase request receipts to Melinda Bass: 
By email at mbass@craigschools.com 
By fax at (907) 826-3322 
By mail to:    Craig PACE Learning Center 

    Attn: Melinda Bass 
    PO Box 800 
    Craig, AK 99921 

** You can now upload your receipts in MyPACE ** 



Dear PACE Families,  
 
     Welcome to the 2018/2019 school year! In our efforts to better serve you, I am pleased to 
share the exciting changes the PACE staff has been working on. Look for additional information 
in the coming months on these topics:  
 

•  You will see a work sample requirement change. Instead of submitting work samples 
quarterly, you will now submit them once a semester, though report cards will still go out 
quarterly and be based on monthly grades. The number of graded pages submitted will 
decrease from 4 graded pages per quarter per class to 2 graded pages per semester per 
class.  
•  This year, when a student is enrolled and has a sibling(s) who is 3 to 5 years of age, up 
to $200 of an enrolled sibling’s allotment may go towards pre-K educational materials.  
•  We are currently working on the ability to upload your receipt to your Purchase Request 
in MyPACE. We are just now rolling it out, so please let us know if you run into any errors.  
•  Direct payment to vendors is now available for services rendered, if the vendor has a 
business license or W-9 on file with us. Please use a Direct Payment to Vendor form to 
utilize this payment option.  
•  We will soon send out a Google form that allows you to withdraw your student(s) from 
state and district testing for the year.  
•  Be on the look out for an updated Dates-to-Remember from Donna. We have reduced the 
number of learning center closures in order to be more accessible to you.  
•  Cassie will be in Wasilla once a week! Currently, she is available on Thursdays at the 
Wasilla Public Library, from 10:30am-5:00pm, but other days, times, and locations can be 
arranged at your request.  

 
     If you haven’t already, please complete the PACE Activities Interest Survey by 4pm on 
October 5th. Upon completion, you will be entered to win a set of Apple AirPods!  
 
Sincerely, 
Mollie Harings, PACE Principal 
 

A Letter from the Principal 



Working Memory 
  
Ever notice some people are really good at multitasking, able to do a lot in their head or really good at 
remembering long bits of information.  It could be said they are really good at using their working 
memory.  This month I thought I would talk about working memory, what it is and some tips to increase 
students’ working memory performance.  

 Working memory is the really short-term memory we use to “think” in the here and now.  It could be 
the voice you use in you head when you are reading or doing math problems or even visualizing 
something.  Much like RAM on a computer.   
Research varies on how much multi-tasking the average person can preform. Some say four items, while 
others say seven. We are not like computers that can do a lot of different things at once.  We really can 
only focus on one thing at a time and have to jump back and forth when doing multiple things at once.  
Knowing how our memory works can help us improve our ability to problem solve and learn!   
Some awesome tips are: 
Use grouping:  grouping like things together and combining numbers to make larger numbers helps your 
brain remember them. For example 3, 1, 4 as 314.  
Form a routine:  routines help free up brain space; much of what you’d have to think about is done 
subconsciously, saving brainpower.  
Draw a Picture:  rough sketches or drawings are a great way to help your working memory out to 
visualize. 
Take notes:  we are often given more information than we can possibly remember.  Taking notes records 
that info for you to go back and reference. 
Practice skills:  practice until you can do it without thinking. Some skills and movements can be practiced 
until you do them subconsciously.  Not having to think about a multiplication problem frees your brain up 
to figure out other parts of the problem.   
Safe and quite area:  this allows you to focus on the problem at hand. 
Play music you know well: playing new music may distract you, but music you know really well and won’t 
pay attention to can help you drown out distracting sounds.  
Work calm cool and collected: if you are upset or emotional it will decrease your working memory 
performance.  
 

Teacher Tip of the Month 
by:  Howie Daggs, Craig teacher 



All you have to do is fill out the 
Activity Survey, sent to you by 
Donna, by 4pm on October 5th and 
be entered to win. It’s that simple!! 
Apple AirPods are wireless and 
bluetooth earbuds. 

Want t
o win a 

free 
pair 

of Ap
ple A

irPod
s?!? 



Amelia 

Parker 
Erik 

Brennen 

Alyssa Kailei 

Maximus 

Jessup 
Christopher 

Hannah 

Nevaeh 

Happy Birthday 



The Anchorage PACE staff invite families to join them 
for a self-guided tour at the Alaska Zoo on Friday, 
October 26th.  Staff will be at the zoo from 1-3pm, but 
families are welcome to stay as long as they like.  
If you would like for PACE to pay 
for your admission, meet us at the 
entrance at 1pm. Parents will be 
supervising their student(s) on this 
during self-guided tour of the zoo. 
	

Anchorage Families 


